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Malbec I Didn’t Like’

A retired publisher turned photoegrapher and world-traveler
— and now author — literally wrote the book on wine and
travel in Argentina.

Kirsten Niper

he first in a series of coffee-table books on wine

regions of the world, Exploring Wine Regions: A Culinary,

Agricultural and Interesting Journey Through Argentina,
began as a feature story.

"I love to travel. I've been publishing a travel magazine for 20 years,
and I've retired,” says Michael C. Higgins, PhD. “l thought | would go
to Argentina to find why | hadn't met a Malbec | didn't like. So, for five
weeks | traveled around. And then went back for another five weeks.
And | had wayteo much for a feature story, and too little for a book. So
| went for a third time for three weeks.”

The culmination of his travelsis a comprehensive list of not only the
wineries and vineyards he visited and their offerings, but also sightseeing
options and delicious restaurants. “I'm giving you thednside track. You
can take my book, go to Argentina, never have a glass of wine, and have
an amazing experience,” he states. “But, the best way to learn about
wine is to drink it."

And the best way to drink wine is by geing straight to the source,
and thoroughly immersing yourself in it. I fell in love with the culture,
food, the landscapes and the whele environment.”

“When some people go wine tasting, they visit four or five winer-
ies a day. | sit in one. | get'to know the winemaker, the agronomist, the
people making the wine and walk the property. | find taking in the whole
experience is amazing,” Higgins explains.

Higgins experienced many “behind the
scenes” things throughout his travels, learning
how the Argentinian wine industry is continu
ally evolving.

In the Uco Valleyy southwest of Mendoza
at the foot of the Andes Mountains, the eleva-
tion (3,000 to 5,000 feet), mixture of sails,
extreme temperature ranges, air quality, fresh
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Author Michael C. Higgins (front) gets a
first<hand look at a trench at the Familia
Zuccardi winery in Maipu.
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In downtown Mendoza, Higgins enjoyed

private dining at Azafran.

Lujan de Cuyo is considered the
best place in the world for growing
Malbec, and was Argentina's first
designated appellation for the
purposes of wine production.
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Bodega Salentein winery was designed

in the shape of a cross for beauty and
egion function. In this underground storage

1 his Exploring area, wine is fermenting in oak casks.






